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Brief About Floorball Game etc.

Delhi-2008, The Floorball has proven to be the sport of today, but even more the sport of tomorrow. 

Despite the fact that the International competitions are receiving more and more attention from the media and market, this is only the top of iceberg. The really expansive development happens among the ordinary players of floorball, which have increased drastically during the last five to ten years. Floorball has found its way into schools, youth recreation, adult recreation and corporate sports as an interesting and still actively grooving sport. There are no real signs that the positive development would slow down.

One of the absolute advantages of Floorball is the very easiness to start playing. Almost anyone regardless of age physical condition or gender can grab a floorball stick and join in into a fun and exciting sport.

The fun with floorball can especially be found in the social level of life. Floorball gives a possibility to get to know new people, have a common hobby with other or act as a mean to deal with personal stress. Everyone chooses their own level of engagement and reason for playing. There are a number of deferent levels of series and ways of playing floorball, so that everyone can find a place to play according to their own level and interest.

The Floorball is a young sport and sees its roots to come from the USA in the fifties. The sport was originally introduced as a team game for youngsters and played indoors with a light plastic puck and plastic sticks. To start off with, the sticks looked very similar to Icehockey sticks, but with a softblade that was easily bent. The new game was called floorhockey and the first tournament was played in Michigan in 1962. Floorhockey is still played in the USA, Canada and a few other countries. In the late sixties the game was introduced in Sweden by Swedish students who had been it played in Holland during a vocation. Floorhockey quickly became popular in schools and youth clubs and the game came to receive quite a number of different name- for example plasticbandy, softbandy and floorbandy. The original floorhockey faded away due to the more popular game Floorball.

FLOORBALL ALL OVER THE WORLD: The International Floorball Federation-IFF is an international organization promoting Floorball internationally. IFF has presently around 50 member countries and numbers of federations coming in to the actively in the very near future. Floorball has spread quite quickly in all directions. The largest number of players can be found in Northern Europe, but the sport is played in four continents for example in Australia, Brazil, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Singapore, Pakistan & India and United States. The strongest development can be found in the central and southern parts of Europe, in Asia-Pacific and North America. There is altogether over 200,000 licensed players inside the IFF, of which over 45,000 are women. This figure only consists of the competition players. All over the world there are over 10.5 million players playing floorball. Since 2004 The IFF is an ordinary member AGFIS/GAISF. World’s second biggest Sports Governing Body after Olympic.  

World Championship is played every year, in even years for Men and in odd years for Women.

With the GAISF membership also comes the opportunity to qualify for participation in the World Games. Next games ate played in Duisburg, Germany, 2005. An important issue is the fact that International Olympic Committee-IOC from 2001 has granted the World Games the right to benefit from using the Olympic rings. This will inevitably raise the standards of the World Games.

The Floorball in Olympic: International Olympic Committee has granted recognition to floorball sport in 11th December-2008 in its executive committee meeting held at Switzerland, now floorball became an Olympic sport.

Floorball in India: The Floorball Federation of India-FFI has been forced on 2002 and its headquarter has been allotted at Lucknow. U.P. by IFF, Sweden. The FFI has already conducted its 1st National Championship in Yavatmal, Maharashtra, where 18th States have participated and U.P has won 1st National Championship for Men and Delhi has won for Women. The FFI has already conducted 5 Nationals and 6th National will be at Madhya Pradesh in 2009.

Indian Floorball Team:
India team played many international matches against; Singapore, Malaysia, Australia, Korea, Japan & Bangladesh etc., 

As the number of players increases the interest of the different medias has also grown. As a result of this the interest of potential sponsors and partners has waken to the explosive development inside Floorball. The sport is an excellent path to reach different types of youth all over world. The Floorball is new sport on the market and therefore also attach youth 12.25 years, which is a generation that is difficult to reach by normal means.    

The Rink  (Play Ground): During floorball’s first fifteen years both the rink and goal sizes have changed. In many places floorball played without goalkeeper’s. They then often play three asides in small halls, with small goal.
Today’s international rink size is 40 x 20 m and the goal size is 160 x 115 cm. The rules do allow sizes in between 36 x 18 m and 44 x 22 m, as long as the rink formula is Length = 2 x Width.

A fully equipped rink has goal area marking, a centre line, and a centre spot plus the other six faces off points, all clearly marked. The rink should also be enclosed by board, 50 cm height, with rounded corners. The board has to be movable and come apart when collisions, knocks and thumps occur.

How is Floorball Played?: Floorball is played in match form between two teams consisting of five field players and a goalkeeper. The idea of the game is to score more goals than the opposing team within the limits of the rules.  Each team is allowed to use a maximum of 20 players. These shall be noted in the record. A Team consists of 20 players.
Game Time: The game time can vary depending on the age of the players. From the age of sixteen it is 3 x 20 minutes. During tournaments other game times can be used, however not less than 2 x 15 minutes.

The Cost of Stick & Ball: The stick is the only piece of equipment especially made for floorball. It will cost you from approx Rs. 600 to Rs. 795 (Imported, foreign made), which makes floorball cheap compared to many other sports    

Floorball Development in India: The FFI has appointed International Coach to Mr. Jarkko Harkonen (Finland) for India, and FFI has also appointed him Vice-Chairman for Technical Committee of Floorball Federation of India. He has taken more than 50 Coaching Camps and Seminars in every major place and districts in all over the country and it will be continued to the completion of the 36 states. Right now, FFI has granted provisional affiliation to 25 states in all over the country.  
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